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Ritesh Kumar 

he BRICS Summit 2023 marked a 

momentous occassion with 6 more 

nations being invited to join. Equally 

remarkable is the fact that no fewer than 

43 nations have conveyed their aspira

tions to Join this coalition, with a solid 22 of 

them formally lodging applications. This 

implies that beneath the veneer of verbal 

exchanges and diplomatic gestures lies a 

profound undercurrent of transformation 

that appears poised to disrupt the estab

lished global order. At its core, this trans

formation aims to amplify the voices of 

economically disadvantaged nations, bol

stered by the burgeoning economic 

prowess of emerging economies. 

From BRICS to BRICS+ 
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by political maneuvering aimed at advanc

ing a particular nation's vision of interna

tional order. Each member of the BRIGS+ 

and potential future partners brings their 

unique agenda to the table, seeking to 

promote their visions and enhance their 

participation in the global economy This 

sentiment highlights that the BRICS+ will 

continue as a diverse and heterogeneous 

coalition with ambitious aspirations. 

The 15th BRICS Summit concluded on 

August 24, with the highlight being the 

invitation extended by the current BRICS 

members - Brazil, Russia, India, China, 

and South Africa - to invite a further six 

nations to join them. Invitations have been 

issued to Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, 

Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emi

rates. All had previously expressed a 

desire to join the bloc and had sent official 

applications to do so. The six new 

members are expected to officially join the 

bloc from January 1, 2024. This expan

sion, which effectively doubled the group's 

membership, marked an extraordinary 

development unprecedented in recent 

years as the bloc is now poised to transi

tion from BRICS to BRICS+, signifying a 

more inclusive approach to international 

cooperation. 

In today's rapidly evolving world, the 

geopolitical landscape is shifting, and 

nations are increasingly exploring new 

possibilities and seeking to reconfigure 

international relations beyond traditional 

paradigms. A noteworthy aspect of the 

BRIGS+ format is the reluctance, particu

larly in the Global South, to become 

embroiled in the ongoing global power 

struggles. While the BRICS+ has not yet 

articulated a comprehensive model of 

global governance, it is essential to recog

nise that this coalition is not solely driven 

The expansion of the BRICS group 

carries significant implications for future 

global trade and cross-border investment. 

While critics argue that the BRIGS is not a 

formalized trade bloc, its flexible nature 

enables swift consensus-building and 

allows for the negotiation of agreements 

without immediate institutionalization. This 

informality serves the BRICS well at its 

current stage of development, as it facili

tates agility in decision-making, deferring 

the establishment of rigid institutional 

structures for a later time. This fluidity can 

be intentional, making the BRICS group 

less susceptible to categorization and thus 

more challenging for external parties to 

engage with effectively. Specifically, in 
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IIT 

IIT Kanpur invites applications 

for the various posts 
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SJVN 
SJVN Limited invites application 

for the posts of Jr. Field 

Engineers & Jr. Field Officers 

and Field Engineers & Field 

Officers 

Last date: 09.10.2023 
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IIT (ISM) 
IIT (ISM), Dhanbad invites 
applications for the posts of 

Assistant Professors/ Associate 
Professors/Professors 
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AIIMS 
All India Institute of Medical 

Sciences Bhopal invites 

applications for Group-A Faculty 

posts 
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Nurturing Technical Textiles through 
Startups and Academic Excellence 

Jyoti Tiwari 

T
he Government of India has 

approved a new scheme for 

providing financial assistance of 

up to Rs 50 lakh to startups and 

individuals engaged in technical 

textiles. Moreover, 26 premier 

institutes have been identified for 

promoting research, innovation 

and academics in technical tex

tiles with preparations underway 

for introducing a full-fledged 

degree programme in Technical 

Textiles from academic year 

2025-26. This article aims to give 

you a deeper insight into the 

realm of technical textiles and the 

latest initiatives and trends that 

are poised to shape the sector's 

trajectory in the near future. 

Textiles are often unfairly 

pigeonholed into the narrow cat

egories of garments and uphol

stery, but the reality is that the 

textile world is transitioned into a 

far more expansive field than 

meets the eye. Technical textiles 

have been the driving force 

behind this transformation, 

breaking boundaries and infiltrat-

Centre 10 Provide Aid of Up to 

RS 50 Lakh to Startups In Technical Telltll 

26 Institutes to Introduce Technical 
T<1xtlln Degree Programme from 2025•26 

ing unexpected domains. These 

innovative fabrics, equipped with 

cutting-edge technology, now 

play pivotal roles in heavy indus

tries such as construction, infra

structure development, health

care, and defense. They are not 

mere materials; they are dynamic 

solutions. 

Technical textiles are leading 

the transformation of the textile 

world is exemplified by their 

remarkable applications across 

the globe. Now, let's delve into 

specific examples from various 

countries to illustrate the diverse 

and innovative ways in which 

technical textiles are making a 

profound impact on industries 

worldwide. 

In Austria, geotextile barriers 

deflect avalanches from entering 

reservoirs, ensuring the safety of 

surrounding areas. The Nether

lands employs geotextile-rein-

forced asphalt systems to mend 

cracked road surfaces, granting 

roads longevity and resilience in 

the face of wear and tear Croatia 

strengthens runways using 

mechanically bonded nonwoven 

fabrics, reducing the need for fre

quent maintenance at airports. 

Portugal's railway system along 

the Tua river relies on non-woven 

materials, enhancing long-term 

filtration capabilities and minimiz

ing clogging risks, thus guaran

teeing the reliability and efficien

cy of the railway network. 

In Israel, the cutting-edge 

Protech sector showcases high

end camouflage technology that 

utilises thermal visual conceal

ment materials to render soldiers 

less detectable, significantly 

enhancing military capabilities. 

Furthermore, Israel's innovative 

Continued on page 36 
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